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This volume, inspired by the work of County Historian Robert Dunning, is
concerned broadly with the history of Somerset from the early middle ages to the
twenty-first century. Providing a critical appreciation of Dr Dunning’s extensive
contribution to the local and regional historical and historiographical develop-
ment of the county, it seeks also to extend that contribution in a series of
original studies drawing on the county’s abundant record collections and
archaeological and antiquarian sources. The essays in this fascinating volume
explore monastic, parochial, religious and heretical themes across the County of
Somerset as well as the cultural, economic, and political lives and interests of
lay landowners, from the fifteenth to the eighteenth century, identifying the wide
variety of influences and inventions, ranging from agricultural to land-surveyance
and cartography. At the same time, they place a new focus on particular
communities, their activities, and the breadth of their connections within and
beyond mere localities.

A final retrospective assessment of Dr Dunning’s researches and personal and
intellectual generosity reminds us how fortunate we have been to be his read-
ers since the 1960s.
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3. St Lawrence in Somerset

BARRY LANE}

Ediiors prefce
aclly, Barey Lane died in March 2017 before be conld develop bis avguments filly. In
deferenz to bis wishes, David Daewson aad Teresa Hadl, in ollatorasies with Barry's

swidone, S Dnberiawod Lisive, bave prsparea this paper for patlicarian. We bave tried to remain

faithfan vo Barry's intencions and exprers them i bis voice, in 5o far as we are able 19 discern
them, from the muterial be ket u aud from our limited discassions with bi on the swbject.

W are cansciour xhat sue petrts, particularly the discussion of 1be topagraphical inserprera-

tian of indiviadier churches in hesr setting, which vequires ninch mare extansive ducamentary

and archacalogival worb, are prisented ax the germ of bis idsas and wust be loff 1o athers 1o

develnp, He explained his apjwoach with reference i Lewis-Williamr: “The intertwining of

wumering stvands of evidense it @ metbod of constracting explanations that philaiophers of
seience. vecvguize a1 being claser o what actuaily happens iw daily sientific pravtice tham
frvwial, sequemaial sostiag of byposheses, vhe merbod aboat which vesearchers froquently talk

some argunments ave ke clains: they fublow limb afior fogical finks if ane fuils throagh lack
of evidence or fawley fogic, the wbole argument broaks dows. Archasalogists overcoms this
prablem by nterveiming malriple trawd: of evidence av in @ cable or rope. Each strand is borh
sustarining and comstraining, bt if ome sivand is broben, the whole is nat., This is the process
presented here where the bistorical and archaenlagicat evidenre ir exignwr'! Barry very mach
admsiresd the work of the Victoria Cawnty Histary and of Robert Dusning and was adamant
hat be would coatribute iv this volue.

Inuroduction
During 2016, members of the Westbury Sociery were excavating an early 12th-
century first floor hall house ar Court House Farm in Westbury-sub-Mendip, which
Dr Robere Dunning suggested had been built by John of Tours, first Bishop of Bath
atid Wells (10881122} at che same time that he was creating che deer park in the
paish, Each Wednesday morning a glance at the neatby church clock tower, to
checke if it was yer time for colfee, would start speculation abour who was Sc
Lawrense, the dedicacee of che church, and when and how did chat happen (figure
9). Team member Nicky Amos focused thoughes by raising questions about saints
relics and associaced matters. It brought to mind an important lecture, given in
2003 by Dr Graham Jories encitled Charoh dedications ‘werr of Sefusad’, His suppors,
advice and encouragement for this essay has been invaluable. Dr Michael Costen has
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also generously shared his Somerser research, particularly his sources and database of
dedications to St Lawrence in the county.

The significance of relics

Micackes andd the relics of saints, that is cither fragments of a saint’s body or an object
clasely sssociated wich them, were essential tools in the early phases of the conver-
sian of the Irish, Brirish and Anglo-Saxons 1o Roman Christlanity. Bede makes
many references to relics and miracles in his Ecdlsiastical History of tho Euglish Peapl
written about 731 His first story concerns Germanus of Auxerre's visic go Bricain
about 429 to combat the hetesy of Pelagianism and haw he cured a young girl of
blindness with a little bag, containing rclics of saincs, that he kepe hanging around
his neck.”

When, shorely afterwards, Pape Celestine sent che Roman deacan Palladius 10 be
the first bishop of the leish in 431, it is quice likely that he also sent with him chose
relics of Pecer, Paul, Scephen and Lawrence, which were creasured by the church of
Armagh two or three hundred years later.’ Church dedications to these four saines
are common during the first few centuries of the conversion of Britain ¢ The Second
Council of Nicaea, held in Turkey in 787, promoted the canon that every altar
should contain a relic and relics were cencral to che rite of consecration of a church,
of which dedication in its patron ssint’s honout was pare, cactied out by a bishop,
Relics were frequently deposiced in a cavity in the high altar slab. The ceremony
remains the case in modern Cacholic and Onthodox regularions.?

Augustine broughe with him relics, as well as “all such chings as were generally
necessary for the worship and minisery of the Church' when he was sent by Pope
Gregory to Britain to convert the Anglo-Saxons. Part of Pope Gregory's instructions
t0 Augustine included the passage, "... the idol temples of that race should by no
means be destroyed, but only he idoks i dhem, Take holy water and sprinkle it in

these shrines, build altars and place relics in them’

Following the Reformation, dedicacions ace juse o name, with licle or no
meaning. Joe Beeey illustrated this well by reproducing & leccer from Richard
Layten, one of Thomas Cromwell's agents in che Wess Country, writen on 7 Auguse
1535 ta his cmployer, showing his contcmpe for the monks and his scorn of their
superstitious reverence for relics,®

L. Shirley-Price, trans., Bk A History o b Englivh Chyre s Fesple (easmondswortt, 1967) 1., .
15,30

+ K. Hughes, “The Celtic Church and the Papacy’, in €. H. Lanrene, od., The Erglish Charch asd e
Py an e Ml Ages Scrond, 1999, p. 5.
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